

Epifllc. 

pcrfeft Oratour, fayth that ofttimcs an auncient worde maketh the ftylc 

arid as it were rcucrend : n o othenvife then we honour and reucrence o ra S^e, 


they 

t'ounde 


auuajuwuvivuviuiu . v v v uvjuKjuL dimreucrence trav|> b m 

-certein religious regard,which we hauc;of old age.yct nether eucry where muff? Cs ^ 0ra 
be fluffed in, nor tlie commcn Di ale&e and maner of fpeaking fo corrupted \ i Wo ^ 
as in old buildings it feme diforderly &.ruinous. But all as :n mofl exquifte pifi^ 
vfe to blaze and portraict not onely the daintic lineaments of beautye, bin if 1 tes 
about it to fhadow the rude duckets and craggy clifts^hat by the bafeneffe of f° u°~ 
more excellency may accrew to the principall/or oftimes we fyndc ourfdues U ? ^ arts * 

not how Angularly delighted with the fhewe of fuchnaturailrudencffe and* l ° Wc 

pleafure in that diforderly ordcrJEuen fo doe thofc rough andJiadh termes enlu 
make more clearly to appeare the brightnefle ot braue & glorious words. So ? ,nca nJ 
a difehorde in Mufick maketh a comely concordaunce:fo great delight tooke the^^T 
Poete Alceus to behold a blemifh in the loynt ofa wel ftiaped body.But ifany yyS°T 
ly blame fuch his purpofc in choy fe of old and vnvvonted words, him may I more ‘ m 
. blame ‘and condemne,or of vvitlefle headinefle in ludging, or of heedeleflc hardinrfT ■ 
^ condemning.for not marking the compafle of hys bent, he wil iudge of the length fl? 

caft.for in my opinion it is one fpecial pray fe, of many vvhych are dew to thisroete° J,!* 
he hath laboured to reftore,as to theyr rightful! heritage fuch good and naturall EnojitjJ 

enough for vcrfe,hath long time ben couced mofl bare & barrein ot both.* which default 


words, as haue ben long time out of vfe & almoft clears difherited. Which is theon l' 
caufe,that our Mother tonge,which truely of it (elf is both ful enough for profe 


when as fome endeuoured to falue & rccure,thcy patched vp the holes with peces Scrr 
of other languages,bonowing here of the french, there of the Italian, eucry where of tf* 
' Latine, not weighing how il, thofe tongues accorde with themfelues, but much vvorfc 
with oursrSo now they haue made our Englifh tongue, a gallimaufray or hodgepodge of 
al other fpeches.Other fome no fo w.el feme in the Englilh tonge as perhaps in otherlan 
guageSjif the happen to here an olde word albeit veiy naturall and fignificam,cry e out 
ftreight way,that we fpeak no Engliih,but gibbrifli,or rather fuch,as in old time Euadcn 
mother fpake. whole fitft flume is, that they are not a(hamed,in their own mother tonge 
ftraungers to be counted and aliencs.Thc lecond lhamcno lefle then the what 
fo they vnderftand not, they ftreight way dectne to be fenedefle, and not at a! to bevn- 
dtrftride.Much like to the Mole in ^fopes fable, that being blynd her fdfe, would inno 
wife be perfwadedjthat any bcaft could fee . The laft more fhameful then both, that of 
their ovvnc country and natural fpeach, which together with their Nourccs milk they 
fucked,thcy haue fo bafe regard and baflatdipdgement,that they will not onely them- 
felues not labor to garnifh & heautifie it, but aifo repine,that of other it (hold be etfibel 
lifhed.Like to the dogge in the mauftger,that him felfe can eatc no hay, and yet barketh 
at the hungry htillock,that fo faine would feede : vvhofe currifh kind though cannot be 
kept from barking, yet I conne them thanke that they refrain from byting, 
r Novv for the knitting of fentences, vvhych. they call theioynts and members therofj 
and for al the compafle ofthc fpeach, it i s round without rouglmc fie, and learned wych- 
out hardncs,(uch indeede as may be pcrceiucd of the leafle , vnderftoode of thetnofle, 
but iudged ondy of the leamed.For what in mofl Englifh wry ters vfeth to be loo(e,and 
as it were vhgyrt,in this Authour is well grounded, finely framed, and flrongly trufed vp 
together. In regard wherof, Ifcorncand fpueout the rakchellye route ofour ragged 
rymers (for fo tbefelues vfe to hunt the letter) which without learning bode, without 
J N iudgement 
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nvddcft o - > COIlcej pt.tIiey feeme to be fo pained and tnutilcd in theyr rowm 

cotten they ^ m ch ,; dcbirt i 1 or as that fame Pythia,v vhen the trauncc came 

br^incc, ‘ Os rabidum fera corda domans &c. 

v f?',’ C ‘/fr c i et t hem a Gods name fo.de on theyr ovvnc folly, (o they feeke not to dar- 
, - .c of Others eiory . As for Colin,vnder vvhofe pctlon the Authour felfe is 
EtXv furre he is from fuch vaunted tides and glorious fhovvcs^othiiim felfe 

fllCWC ' h ' VvhCrCh£ Safes Hobbin.T conne no Ml. And, 

Enough is me to paint out my vnrefi, &c. 

And alfoappearcth by the bafeneffe of the name, wherein, it femeth, he chofc rather to 
vn ; bld great matter of argumet couert!y,then proftffing it, not iuflSce thereto according 
* ‘ vv hich moiled him rather in .Eclogues, then other wife to write, doubting perhaps 
hs habilitie which he little needed, or mynding to furpifli our tongue with this kinde, 
wherein it fan!teth,or foHovving the example of the beft & mofl auncicnf Poctes,which 
dciulcd this idnd-of wry t ing,be i n g both io bafe for the matter, and homely for the man- 
ner at the Gift to trye theyr liabilities* and as young birdcs, that be newly crept out of 
the ncfl,b y little firft to proue theyr te ndcr vvyngs, before they make a greater fiyght.So 
flew Tlicocritus,as you may per ceiue he was all ready full fledged. So flew Virgilc,as not 
yet well feeling his vvinges So flew Mantuane,as bang not full fomd.So Petrarque. So 
Boccace; So Marot,Sanazarus,and alfo diuers other excellent both Italian and French 
Poctcs,wliofe foting this Author euciy where follovveth,yct fo as few, but they be 
fenced can trace him out.So finally flyetli this our new Poctcyas a bird,whofc pi incipafs 
be fcarcegrovvcn out, but yet as that in timefhall be liable to keepe wing with the beft. 

Now as touching the gcneraU dryft and putpofe of his ifcglogu es,l mind not to fay 
much, him felfe labouring to conceale it. Ondy this appeareth, that his vnftayedyougth 
had long vvandred in the common Labyrinth of Loue , in which time to mitigate and 
allay thehcate ofhis paffion,or els to vvarne(as he fayth)thc young fhepheards X his e- 
i ualh and companions ofhis vnfortunate folly,he compiled thefc xij. iEg!ogues,vvhich 
for that they be proportioned to the flare of the xij. monethes,hc termcih the S H E P- 
HEARDS CALENDAR, applying an olde name to a new vvorke.Hereunto 
haue l added a certain Glofle or fcholion for thexpofition of old vvordes & harder phra- 
fes : vvhich maner of glofing and commenting,vvdl I vvote, wil feeme ftraungc & rare 
in our tongueiyet forlomuch as I knew many excellent & proper deuifes both in wordes 
and matter would pafle in the fpeedy courfe of reading, either as vnknovver, or as r ot 
maikcd,and that in this kind, as in other vve might be equal to the learned of other nati- 
ons,! thought good to take ihr paines vpon mc,the rather for that by mcancs of fome fa 
miliar acquaintaunce I was made prime to his counfell and fecrct meaning in,thcm , as 
alfo in fundry other works ofhis.vvhich albeit Lknov v he nothing fo much liateth,as to 
promulgate , yet thus much haue I aduemured vpon his frendihip, him felfe being for 
ong time furre cflraungcd , hoping that this will the rather occalion him, to put forth 
diuers other excellent works of his,vvhich flepe in filence,as his Dreames,his Legcndes, 
his Court of Cupide,and fondry others; vvhofe commendations to fee out, were veryc 
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